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EDWARDS : ROY 

 

 

Roy Ernest Daniel Edwards (RED) was born on 17 February 1914 at Parkside, Adelaide.  
His parents were Ernest James and Annie Maria (nee Tilley) Edwards. 

Roy attended Lenswood Primary School leaving home at 7 am to walk, barefooted, the 3km 
or so school.  Roy left school at the age of 14 years in 1928 to work for Arthur Green to pick 
apples and raspberries amongst other jobs.  Green’s recall Roy telling them that he hadn’t 
had a pair of boots until he started work.  He also worked for Caldicott's where he worked 
with a team of horses in the orchards. 

Growing up Roy had been given the nick name “Tony” after a famous boxer as he was a 
pretty handy fighter.  He often fought for fun with his mates Stan Mason, Vic Dalton, 
Tregenza and the littlies. 

Roy served in World War 2 in New Guinea as a gunner in the 2nd AIS in the 13th Regiment 

In 1944 Roy married Lil and they lived at Lobethal for a while.  In 1947 They moved back to 
Forest Range where they had their family Ivan, Robert, Lorraine and Trevor.  In 1951 the 
family moved to their home on Tiers Road at Lenswood.   

Roy had a good timber business going at the time, operating 2 trucks (a Ford and a Thames) 
and used 6 horses on rotation.  They rode the horses to work.  There were 6.7 cutters 
working at the time, including Roy’s brothers.  Chainsaws had arrived on the scene but  
before that they used axes and saws. 

 
 

 

Timber cutting was hard work and Roy played hard too.  On one occasion Roy and Brian 
Shearer were seen at the Tower Hotel on a Friday afternoon.  Roy finally got home a bit 
worse for wear and a heavy discussion took place and Roy left for a few days! 

On Black Sunday in 1955 Roy had put his trucks in a paddock across the road as the fire 
came right up to the houses. Roy flat-hoed around the neighbouring Schultz house to protect 
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it and the house full of kids.  They used bags to put out the flames nearby the Schultz’s.  
Clothes that hung on the clothesline were burned.  

  
 

Robert wanted a horse so Roy said if he earned enough money he could have one.  Robert 
wagged school to earn the money and got a horse.  Unfortunately with his first ride Robert 
came off and broke his arm. 

Roy struggled in timber industry for a few more years until he could no longer make a good 
living from it.   In 1964, when he was 50 years old, he went back to Bruce and Don Green’s 
property looking for work. His task was flat-hoeing around the fruit trees.  When he finished 
work he would do the same for Joyce’s and other growers around the Lenswood/Forest 
Range area.  If there was a hole, ditch, slippery spot in the garden Roy would find it!  

Roy loved to punt on the horses now and then.  Every Easter Roy and Lil packed up the 
familiy and headed off to the Oakbank races every year without fail. 

For years Roy and the boys would cart the Mallee stumps home from near Copeville.  Roy 
would break these stumps down by axe to manageable sizes then deliver them in the Valiant 
Wayfarer or the Falcon Ute to the customers around the hills.  Roy built a good little 
business out of it.  There is a real art to breaking Mallee stumps down without breaking 
handles.  Roy used to keep his good axe away from the boys as they would twist a jammed 
axe and bang goes the handle!   

Roy was a good worker and got on with everyone he met along the way, whether it be in the 
orchard, carting wood or in the pub.  When Roy worked for John Rowley he would spend a 
lot of days by himself working away.  John would come for a day or two pruning then say he 
had to make a phone call and Roy wouldn’t see him for a week or so. Every time Roy filled a 
bin he would say “there’s another one for you Rowley” and that expression is still used by 
the family today. 

Roy gave up smoking at the age of 55 years of age but his coughing bouts did not leave 
him. He was a very stubborn person, one day the Greens were in the orchards when they 
heard swearing and yelling coming from the Edward’s boys who were trying to put Roy in the 
wagon to take him to the doctors. 

Roy went back to Greens to do seasonal picking of apples and cherries plus thinning.  This 
helped him keep active and proved he was of some use.  The Greens say that they were 
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always pleased to see him front up for another season as he was a very good fruit-picker 
and everyone enjoyed his company and commitment.   

Roy worked in the orchard’s plus cutting wood until he retired at the age of 89 years young.    

Roy was an inspiration to keep active even at his age and Roy got on well with everyone.  
He also had a lot to do around the house.   He would cut the wood up and make sure the 
family had enough each and every night for their lovely open fire place and wooden stove.  
He also feed the donkeys and pony and kept busy and happy growing his vegetables and 
raspberries over the summer months. 

  
 

Roy enjoyed his birthday that he celebrated at the Bushland Park which was arranged by the 
family and he was looking forward to his 90th birthday.  However, due to poor health, Roy 
and the family celebrated in Daws Park hospital where the family catered.   

Roy and Lil celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary in July 2004.  Well done!  Roy would 
after speak very highly of his family whether it be Lil, his sons, his daughter, in-laws, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren.  He was very proud of them all.   

Roy passed away 20 March 2005 in Daws Road Hospital.  

He was very loveable, cheerful and an inspiration to us all.  He was one in a million!   Roy 
was a “bit of wag”! 

 

Photos from the collection of Lorraine Nisbet (daughter of Roy and Lil Edwards). 

Stories from Lorraine Nisbet and Kym Green. 

 


