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COULTER : GENERATIONS 

 

There are many families in our district who have long associations with Forest Range and 
Lenswood.  For four Lenswood boys their surname has lived through seven generations 
living here.  Kaleb, Owen, Lochlan and Vejay have grown up in the same region of 
Lenswood as their great great great great grandfather, William, lived.  They are the seventh 
generation of the same surname to live in this district.   

Kaleb, Owen, Lochlan and Vejay live on Edward’s Hill Road with their mum Mel and dad 
Kristian Coulter.  They live on a section of the land originally purchased by Great Great 
Great Great Grandfather William Coulter and owned by his son James Coulter nearly 150 
years ago,.  
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Vejay, Owen, Kaleb & Lochlan Coulter.  Children of Kristian and Mel Coulter, grandchildren of Kevin and Dawn 
Coulter.  7th generation with surname Coulter, 8th generation living in the district as at Sep 2016.  Collection of 
Kevin Coulter. 
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Father – Kristian Coulter 

Kristian Coulter was born in1977 in Port Lincoln.  The family returned to the Hills in 1980 and 
he and his family lived on what was Coulter land (owned by Great Grandfather John Coulter) 
on Edward’s Hill Road in the mid 1980’s before moving to Swamp Road at Lenswood.  
Kristian attended Lenswood Primary School and later Norwood High School.  After leaving 
school Kristian went to work for Bill and Mark Joyce (Joyson Orchards) as an orchard hand.  
With the establishment of the Pike and Joyce vineyard on Mawson Road, Kristian took on 
and continues in the role of Vineyard manager and takes some credit for the award winning 
wines produced from the grapes grown.  Kristian’s wife Melanie (nee Foster), grew up in 
Lobethal and Mt Torrens and works fulltime at home caring for the family.  

There were four children in the house where Kristian grew up with their dad Kevin and Mum 
Dawn: 

1. Ben, born 1975 
2. Kristian, born 1977 
3. Michael, born 1980 
4. Tiffany, born 1983 

 

 

 

  

Kevin (centre) with his children Michael, Kristian, Ben and Tiffanhy, 2004 – Collection of Kevin Coulter. 
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Grandfather – Kevin Coulter 

Kevin Coulter and Dawn Sandford had four children.  They live on Swamp Road near the 
Lenswood Memorial Park and Kevin, who was very keen on cricket, took on the caretaker 
role for the oval and surrounds.  Kevin had attended Lenswood Primary, Oakbank Area and 
Mt Barker High Schools before studying Science at Adelaide University and qualifying as a 
teacher.   

Working with timber runs deep in the Coulter family.  Young Kevin was only three when he 
got his first axe.  He recalls trying to cut down his first tree, much like a beaver gnawing at 
the trunk.  He took more than three days, chopping away, until the tree tottered and fell.  
However his pride was soon diminished when the tree slipped off the stump and stook 
upright, the tip pinning the foot of the proud woodcutter.  His faithful companiion, Rusty the 
dog, went for help and Kevin had to wait until his mother came to rescue him.   

 

 

  

A young Kevin helps pull cut logs.  1958.  Collection of Kevin Coulter. 
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Great Grandfather – Albert Coulter 

Kevin had two brothers and a sister – the family comprised Albert and Dawn Coulter and 
their children: 

Albert and Dawn had the following children: 

1. Kevin, born 1954 
2. David, born 1957  
3. Steven , born 1961 
4. Julie, born 1967 

Albert Laurence Coulter was one of nine children.  He grew up 
on Croft Road and went to what was then known as Forest 
School (now Lenswood Primary School.)   

As a child he had helped with family charcoal burning and 
cutting timber and as an adult he first worked as a woodsman 
before later working as an orchard labourer.  He married Dawn 
Covenry at Cudless Creek Methodist Church in 1953.  

After their marriage, the newlyweds lived with Dawn’s parents 
Henry and Myrtle Coventry on the family property named 
‘Dingo Vale’ on Fox Creek Road which Henry had purchased 
in 1948 having moved to the district from Athelstone.  Albert 
worked with his father in law (Henry) and brother in law (Lionel) to clear the land and grew 
some vegetables and apples.  Income from the property was insufficient to support the two 
families and so Albert went to work for Lou Hoad cutting timber. 

Albert, Dawn and young Kevin moved into the old school house near the corner of Fox 
Creek and Lobethal Roads and lived there for about a year.  (That school house has since 
been demolished.  Gum trees are still evident on site about 50-100 metres from the 
intersection on the top side of the road. This building predated the school house on Lobethal 
road further towards Cudlee Creek.) 

In the mid 1950’s Albert and Dawn moved into and  in 
‘Pritchard’s house at the end of Holland Creek Road at 
Cudlee Creek and Albert continued to work as a timber 
cutter.  In order to move large logs and to help load trucks, 
timber cutters used horses to do the heavy work.  Albert was 
no exception and bought a horse from Kenton Valley which 
he rode back to the Holland Creek property and set to work.  
His son Kevin remembers, as a young child, following his 
father up through the forest on trails that lead back up to 
Crofts Road.  While they walked his father would pile up 
fallen boughs to burn.  One day the dog chased a snake out 
of the wood towards the young Kevin.  He still recalls being 
frozen as the snake slid past at a furious rate. 

Albert Coulter in Forest School photo 
circa 1941.  Collection of Margaret Fry 
snr. 

Albert with his young son, Kevin, 
1958.  Collection of Kevin Coulter. 
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The life of a ‘Woodcutters wife’ can often be a lonely and isolated one with the often young 
women having to be highly self reliant.  One evening Albert (with young Kevin) returned 
home to find the mashed remains of a 2 foot brown snake lying near the backdoor.  Dawn 
had discovered the unwelcome visitor in the laundry and had beaten it beyond death with a 
steel poker until it was difficult to determine which end was which!  

Albert cut wood for various sources, one being the brick kiln between Lobethal and Kenton 
Valley, another the sawmill at Campbeltown in the suburbs.  He used to tell his children 
stories of his timber cutting skills and one day shared the story of a near disaster when 
taking a truck fully laden with timber down Anstey’s Hill.  The brakes failed but Albert 
managed to drive the truck into a bank to stop it before a major accident occurred.  He was a 
skilled wood cutter and Albert used to brag about how much wood he could chop, entering 
wood cutting competitions particularly the Uraidla and Adelaide Shows.  Albert never let his 
small stature (about 5’2” in the old Language) hold him back.  His blade was sharpened and 
shiny and he took pleasure, particularly on Saturday nights when his brother ‘Ned’ came to 
visit and the pair had shared a glass of Port, in showing his children how he could shave the 
hairs on his arm with the sharpened axe. 

Around 1959 the family moved back to Lenswood, living in a small home on Plummer’s 
property where the children grew up.  Albert was employed on the orchard of Stan and 
Bruce Plummer but occasionally worked weekends cutting timber for Viv Dalton.  Of his 
children only David took up the family timber trade, amongst other farming interests.  He 
lives on land that was once owned by his great grandfather on Crofts Road at Lenswood.  
His brother Steven also lives on former Coulter land, land that was once owned by his 
grandfather and before him his great grandfather.   

Albert died on 5 January 1977 and is buried at Lobethal. 

 Kevin as a child stands in front of a loaded truck with father, Albert at left.  Collection of Kevin Coulter. 
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Great Great Grandfather – Albert Coulter 

Albert Harrington Coulter was known as Bert and was the eldest son of John and Amy 
Coulter.  When Bert was young he lived with his brothers and sisters on the corner of 
Edwards Hill, Mawson and Croft Roads.   

He married Elizabeth Ann Charlotte East on 6 June 1917 in the office of Ramsay Thomson 
at Woodside.   Elizabeth was born on 1 May 1900 at Forest Range to Henry East and 
Charlotte Rann.  She was known as Lizzie.   

Bert is listed as a gardener of Lenswood in the 1930 electoral role. i  We know, however, that 
Albert was also a charcoal burner again carrying on a family relationship with the timber 
industry.    Bert and Lizzie had the following children: 

1. Leslie John (Ned) 29 March 1919 at Woodside – 2 April 1998 
2. Ivy May 6 January 1922 at Tweedvale 
3. Vera Amy 21 March 1924 at Tweedvale – 7 March 1925 at North Adelaide 
4. Rita Pearl 5 January 1926 at Tweedvale - 21 Sep 1946 
5. Albert Laurence  28 May1928 at Tweedvale – 5 January 1977 and is buried at 

Lobethal – married Dawn 
6. Stanley 1930 Lobethal married Iris Banks 
7. Florence 1932 Lobethal 
8. Betty Jean 1934 Lobethal – February1983 at Lenswood 
9. Kevin Ross 1936 - died 12 February 1937 at Mt Barker 

 

Coulter Boys : David, Kevin and Steven, 1964.  
Collection of Kevin Coulter. David, Steven, Kevin and Julie with their mother Dawn.  

Collection of Kevin Coulter. 
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In 1924 Bert, who was living at Lenswood at the time was involved in a share-farming 
venture that failed.  Just a year later he began an apiary at Blanchetown which, according to 
newspaper reports, did well with returns of £125 for the season.   Bert’s skills with handling 
bees are legendary.  One local resident recalls that Bert once took away a swarm of bees 
pushed down the front of his shirt!ii 

However bad luck followed and later that same year disaster struck when £100 worth of 
bees died.  At the time Bert turned back to charcoal and purchased a truck for carting 
charcoal to Adelaide, however he was unable to meet the payments and on 16 June 1926 
he declared insolvency. iii  

Bert and the family must have struggled at that 
time.  In 1937 he and his brother-in-law Lyle Mason 
were found guilty of obtaining unemployment relief 
by false pretences.  A small fine was charged. iv  

In 1944 Bert inherited a portion of his father’s land, 
Section 67 and in February 1945 the title passed to 
him.  His brother Leonard John inherited the other 
half of section 67.  However in April 1958 Bert sold 
his land to Ivy Lloyd, his eldest daughter.  Ivy Lloyd, 
formerly Ivy Taylor, nee Coulter, purchased a small 
section of 2 acres or so.  She later sold the land to 
the Tootells who built a house on it.  Most of the 
property was left to Betty Coulter, then to her 
children Jean and Ralph on her death in the Ash 
Wednesday fire of 1983.  Steven Coulter, Bert’s grandson later purchased the land from 
them. 

Ivy, Lizzie (Elizabeth), Albert, Stanley, Florrie, Betty, Reta, Bert (Albert Harrington).  Collection of 
Ivan Probert. 

Vol 1846 folio 42. 
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In 1946 tragedy struck the family with the death of one of the children.  The following is a 
newspaper report of the day: 

“When a buckboard overturned about one and a half miles from Lobethal on 
Saturday afternoon, Rita Pearl Coulter, 20, single, of Lenswood was thrown to the 
road way and killed instantly. Her two sisters, Betty, 12, and Florence, 14, and 
brother, Stanley, 16, were treated for shock. Thomas East, 44, of Lenswood, 
received a cut neck and was taken to the Lobethal Hospital where stitches were 
inserted. All were riding on the tray of the vehicle.  Miss Coulter was severely 
crushed about the chest and body.  Her father, Mr. Albert Coulter, gardener, the 
driver of the vehicle, and his wife, who was sitting be side him, were not injured.  It is 
understood that the vehicle skidded on the wet road and over turned while making a 
right-hand turn on a down-grade. 

A report is being prepared for the local coroner (Mr. E W Dearman). ” v  

The coroner’s report did not apportion any blame to Bert. 

Bert and Lizzie Coulter.  Collection of Kevin Coulter. 
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http://search.ancestry.com.au/search/db.aspx?dbid=60970 

 

Carrying on the family tradition of working with timber three of Bert and Lizzie’s sons were 
woodcutters.  Ned (Leslie), Stan and Albert.  Ned worked for some time  in a sawmill at 
Mount Bold, while Stan cut timber for many years before becoming a grader driver for the 
Gumeracha Council. 

Lizzie died 1971 at Lobethal and Bert died on 5 January 1977 at Lobethal.  Both are buried 
at Lobethal. 

 

 

 

Great Great Great Grandfather – John Coulter 

The fourth child of William and Mary Ann Coulter was John.  He was known as Jack and he 
grew up in that same region of Lenswood, known at the time as Foest Range.  

At the age of 19 John married Amy Rann, aged 17, of Basket Range.  They married at the 
Woodside Registry Office 15 July 1889.  Amy was daughter of Charles Rann and Elizabeth 
White.  She had been born on 7 August 1872 at Crafers.  Amy was a sister to Charlotte 
Rann who married Henry East. 
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John and Amy had the following children: 

1. Albert Harrington, born 11 April 1890 at Forest Range – died 5 January 1977 at 
Lobethal 

2. Evelyn Maud, born 13 September 1892 at Forest Range – married Lyle Percy Mason 
– died 5 July 1968 at Woodside 

3. Elsie May, born 1895– married Robert Walker - died 5 July 1960 in Adelaide  
4. Florence Amy, born 17 May 1896 at Forest Range –married George Lambert - died 4 

December 1964 at Gumeracha 
5. Ruby Hilda, born 2 December 1897 at Forest Range – married Frederick Hunter – 

died 23 September 1977 
6. Leonard John, born 28 June 1900 at Forest Range – died 22 October 1991 
7. Myrtle Christina, born 2 June 1902 at Forest Range – married Walter Pollard – died 

18 May 1999 
8. Ina Mabel, born 23 September 1903 at Forest Range – married Francis Brennan – 

died 14 November 2001 
 

John purchased land for farming across the road from where he grew up.    On 5 March 
1913 section 67 was transferred into John’s name from Frederick Burmeister.  Section 67 
comprised 63 acres.  The land is nestled into the north eastern corner of where Edwards Hill 
Road, Mawson Road and Croft Road intersect. 

He worked the land as a farmer and was listed in the electoral role of 1930 records he was a 
“gardener of Lenswood”. vi 

 

 Amy and John Coulter.  Courtesy Evelyn 
Hay. 

 

Amy Coulter (nee Rann).  Courtesy Evelyn 
Hay. 
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John died 7 October 1942 in the RAH and Amy died 23 April 1963.   

After John’s death the land was divided and passed to his sons Leonard John and Albert 
Harrington on 3 December 1944.  vii 

William Coulter was the first of the Coulter family in this district.  The line of descendants 
from William Coulter leads to many current residents of Lenswood and Forest Range.  Here 
we will follow the line down through generations named Coulter to some of our current 
children. 

  

Section 67 was purchased by John Coulter.  In 
1944 a portion passed to Leonard John and a 
portion to Albert Harrington.  Vol 674 Folio 47 

Jack Coulter.  Collection of Evelyn Hay. 

Section 61 was purchased by John Coulter 
May 1904 (later passed to Leonard John 
Coulter).  Vol 719 Folio 19.  
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Great Great Great Great Grandfather – William Coulter 

According to records on Ancestry.com William Coulter born on 9 March 1826 in Waterinbury, 
Kent but he wasn’t until two years later that William and his younger brother Rueben were 
baptised.   They were baptised on 9 March 1828 at East Peckham in Kent , 

William Coulter and his family migrated to Australia when he was fourteen.  Eighteen 
members of the extended Coulter family arrived in Port Adelaide on the Charles Kerr on 17 
June 1840. viii    

William and his siblings would have been together as a family at first and they settled in the 
Dry Creek area.  William, along with his father and potentially other family members worked 
for local land owners.  In 1848 William accused a farmer, Francis Opie of Dry Creek, of not 
paying him wages of 6 pounds 7 and 6 pence. ix  That was a significant amount of money at 
the time. 

On 28 August 1849 William’s uncle Thomas Coulter was granted a timber licence.  x  There 
is no clear evidence that William worked with Thomas, however it is highly likely as family 
stories say William was a wood splitter in this region in the 1860s.  Although it is not possible 
to tell where timber cutters were working (the license is silent on that point) William is likely 
to have been working in this region as he met Mary Ann East.  Mary Ann was the daughter 
of James East and Francis Ann Stratfield.  James East was a timber splitter and carted wood 
to Adelaide. 

She was born on 26 January 1844 at Company Tiers (Norton Summit region) and at the age 
of 16 married the 34 year old William Coulter in a registry office service at Inverbrackie on 3 
September 1860. xi  At the time of the wedding the East family were living on the gold fields 
at Forest Range.  A newspaper notice of the marriage stated that Mary was the “eldest 
daughter of Mr James East, farmer, Flagstaff, Stony Creek Diggings xii 

William and Mary Ann did not live this region at the time of the birth of their first son, William.  
They were, at the time, living at Upper Dry Creek and it was here that their first son also 
died.  However, in the period before the birth of their second child they had moved to what 
was then known as Forest Range. 

William and Mary Ann had four children: 

1. William Henry, born 1 October 1861 at Upper Dry Creek  - died 29 June 1863 in 
Upper Dry Creek. 

2. James, born 7 September 1864 at Tiers – married Elizabeth Moxam, no children - 
died 1 July 1949 at Largs Bay. 

3. Mary Ann, born 27 December 1866 at Tiers - married Henry Saunders at the 
Woodside Registry office, 16 May 1885 – died 31 May 1946 at Forest Range.  Mary 
Ann and Henry had three children, two of whom lived to adulthood. 

4. John Coulter, born 20 March 1870 at Tiers - died 7 October 1942 in Adelaide – his 
story preceeded this section. 
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In 1869 Bishop states that William 
Coulter purchased part section 68 on 
what is now known as and Edwards 
Hill Road from William Wood, however 
we have not found a title reflecting 
that. xiii We have located Volume 132 
Folio 214 which details the 1869 sale 
of that land from William Wood to 
James Coulter.xiv  James was the five 
year old son of William and the 
signature on the title, as power of 
attorney, appears to be William 
Coulter.  This land remained in James’ 
hands until he died in 1949 and it 
passed to his neice Evelyn Coulter 
and her husband Lyle Mason. 

Review of the title section 69 shows 
that the land, ajoining section 68, was 
purchased by Charles Giles in 1876 after which the land was eventually purchased, in 
February 1904, by James Coulter.  On his death the land also  passed to his niece Evelyn 
and her husband Lyle Mason. xv 

Family stories tell that William was a wood splitter and timber cutter as well as a farmer.  We 
have been unable, at this time, to locate a timber licence in his name so he must have 
worked under the licence of another. 

At one point the relationship between William and Mary Ann broke down with William 
publishing the following notice in newspapers of the time. 

 

 

  

1876 'Advertising', South Australian Register (Adelaide, SA : 1839 - 1900), 7 February, p. 
2. , viewed 13 Aug 2016, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article43009704 

Section 68 – vol 132 folio 214 
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In December 1887 and again in September 1892 William was admitted to the Royal 
Adelaide hospital.  In those admissions his address was given as Stony Creek and Forest 
Range respectively.  His profession was listed as ‘labourer’ and his religion as Church of 
England.   On 19 December 1892 he was again admitted.  At that time his address was not 
recorded on the admission documents.  William did not leave hospital again and died 26 
January 1893 at RAH. xvi  The newspaper notice of his death does not mention family 
members but gives his address at the time ‘late of Tea Tree Gully’. xvii 

Mary Ann continued to live at Forest Range (that part is now known as Lenswood) and it 
was there that she died on 10 December 1897, aged 56.  “COULTER.— On the 10th 
December, at Forest Range, Mary Ann, widow of the late William Coulter and beloved 
mother of James and John Coulter and Mrs. H. Sanders, in her 56th year.  Born at Norton's  
Summit, Adelaide.”  xviii 

 

 

 

Summary 

This document details the seven generations of the Coulter family living in Forest 
Range/Lenswod.  For the most part these people have lived in the same section of our 
region.   

However below we detail further information about the South Australian heritage of Kaleb, 
Owen, Lochlan and Vejay Coulter. 
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Great Great Great Great Great Grandfather – John Coulter 

 

William Coulter’s parents were John Coulter 
and Mary Matilda Lane, both of Kent.  Mary and 
John had married on 12 May 1816 at 
Wateringbury, Kent. xix 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1840 the Coulter family migrated to Australia when 
John and Mary, along with their children sailed from 
Gravesend on 6 March 1840.  Because South Australia 
was a free colony the South Australia Company were 
promoting migration to families to provide workers to 
build a labour force for the new colony.  It is possible that 
their passage was free as until December 1840 settlers 
were given free travel to the new colony.  The Coulter 
family sailed from Kent on the Charles Kerr just four 
years after the first ships to South Australia.  They took 
some 15 weeks to arrive in Port Adelaide. 

 

 

 

Among the 216 passengers crammed on the ship were John Coulter (48 years) and his wife 
Mary (41 years) and eight of their children (1 being an adult): 

• Mary Ann was 20.  She also had a son with her on the ship. 
• Richard was 15 
• William was 14 
• Reuben was 12 
• Henry was 10 
• James was 8 
• Sarah was 6  
• Sophia was just 4 

 
Also with the family were John Coulter’s brother Thomas and his wife and 6 children.  xx 

Charles Kerr – the ship was also used to 
transport convicts on two other voyages.  
Ref Convict transports - 
http://www.findboatpics.net/zpct.html  

Photos from Anderson-current_2016 family tree.  
Ancestry.com. 
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In 1840 the population of South Australia was estimated as 14,600 with a further 2,992 
people arriving that year. This made John Coulter one of our earliest settlers and he was 
included in the old colonists banquet photo along with one of his sons, Reuben.  The mosaic 
is held in the State Library of South Australia. 

 

 

 

They settled settled in the Dry Creek area with John working as an agricultural labourer.   
Most settlers followed the waterways to settle and the region known as Dry Creek / Upper 
Dry Creek was no exception with settlers clearing, farming and running sheep, soon 
reaching as far up into the hills to Tea Tree Gully.   

John died on 14 August 1875 at Tea Tree Gully (formerly the region of Upper Dry Creek) 
and was buried 18 August at Golden Grove Cemetery. xxi  His wife Mary Matilda died 3 on 
July 1880 at Tea Tree Gully and was buried 4 July at Golden Grove. 

 

  

Pioneers and settlers bound for South Australia ; 1840 Charles Kerr 
http://www.slsa.sa.gov.au/fh/passengerlists/1840CharlesKerr.gif 
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Great Great Great Great Great Grandfather/Grandmother – James East / 
Francis Stratfield 

James East arrived in South Australia even earlier than John Coulter.  He arrived on the 
Charlotte in 1835.  Adelaide had only canvas tents at the time and James was first employed 
building huts for settlers before moved up into the hills to start farming.  A newspaper notice 
of his death details his story.xxii 

 

James East was also one of the ‘old colonists’ featured in the banquet photo. 

He married Francis Ann Stratfield who had been born in Chatham, Kent in 1815.xxiii  The 
couple had the following children: 

1. Mary Ann East 1844–1897 
2. James East 
3. James East 1845–1914 
4. George East 1847– 
5. Henry East 1852–1929 
6. Harriet East 1854– 
7. Francis Ann East 1856–1932 

Francis died at Forest Range on 14 September 1892 and James died at Forest Range on 8 
August 1895. 

  

1895 'DEATH OF AN OLD COLONIST.', The Advertiser 
(Adelaide, SA : 1889 - 1931), 10 August, p. 6. , viewed 26 
Aug 2016, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article34519107 
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Taking into account that James and Francis East lived at Forest Range the young Coulter 
boys can also lay claim to be eighth generation living in this district. 

 

 

 

 

Heritage claims 

Kaleb, Owen, Lochlan and Vejay Coulter are: 

1. Seventh generation with the surname Coulter to live in Forest Range/Lenswood - 
going back to William Coulter 

2. Eighth generation of their family to live to live in Forest Range/Lenswood - going 
back to James and Francis East (nee Stratfield) 

3. Eighth generation to live in South Australia - going back to John Coulter, Mary 
Coulter (nee Lane) James East and Francis East (nee Stratfield) 

4. Seventh generation born in South Australia – going back to Mary Ann Coulter (nee 
East) 

 

  

Images of James East and Francis (nee Stratfield) from Ancestry.com – 
Russell Family Tree.   
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